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Jane took boat rides in mokoros — canoes traditi y carved from dug-out tree trunks (stock
image)

The cuisine is simple. Meals of local dishes and fresh fruit and vegetables served
with delicious South African wines.

Our tent was like an opulent suite with an indoor and outdoor shower, huge comfy
bed, and large terrace.

But nothing could have prepared us for the rawness of the Okavango. A hyena with
the leg of a baby elephant in its mouth. A dozen lion cubs and their parents gorging
on a zebra. Male lions beating up a younger male and plovers dive-bombing a female
cheetah and her cubs. We even saw the rarest creature of all, the endangered
pangolin.

‘We especially loved the evening drives, watching hippos and elephants silhouetted
against a brilliant purple and orange sunset. With a gin and tonic in hand, we
luxuriated in the stillness. This was all Neil needed. Suddenly fears for his future fell
away.

TRAVEL FACTS

Rhino Africa packages at Machaba camps from £934pp per night, including
internal flights, full-board, two guided game drives daily, and transfers. Visit
rhinoafrica.com and machabasafaris.com. Flights to/from Botswana included
in packages. Heathrow to Johannesburg with Virgin Atlantic from £680.
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Atethepies, Kwazulu Natal, United Kingdom, 5 months ago

| did canoe trip, game drives and bush walk in Zambia but would love to visit Okavango.
Unfortunately | react badly to anti-malaria medications.
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JenZW, Wantage, 5 months ago

On the Zambezi in Zimbabwe, our canoe was blown against an island on which stood a
lone buffalo. Our guide was standing watching, his rifle still in its bag. As we reached for
our cameras, the buffalo charged but seemed to have a sore leg and stopped....

See more
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feestor, Bergen, Norway, 5 months ago

We did a game walk in the Kruger. Two guides with rifles and 8 of us. Probably the most
magical experience ever. The Bush is my happy place.
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