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Sustainable locally run homestays in the Haa Valley allow a window into its unique culture (Credit: Getty Images)

Haa's commitment to sustainable tourism means you'll find locally run homestays
(and some local hotels) offering glimpses into centuries-old rural life. Two distinct,
low-impact accommodations have also opened: the community-run Katsho Eco
Camp, built along the Haa Panorama Trail by guides and cooks who lost their jobs
during the pandemic, and the luxury Sangwa Camp. Here, visitors witness local
culture, like Bon rituals and rare experiences such as breakfast in Bhutan's lone strict
nature reserve, a highly protected biodiversity hotspot home to rare species like the
red panda and snow leopard.

With Bhutan's Sustainable Daily Fee halved through 2027 (now $100), this once-
secluded paradise is now more accessible while remaining just as committed to low-
impact tourism. — Erin Levi

As Hawaii rebuilds after a series of devastating wildfires, thoughtful, responsible visitors are welcome back with open arms
(Credit: Getty Images)

15. Hawaii, US

More than a year after a series of deadly wildfires devastated Maui, the entire state is
experiencing a dramatic downturn in visitors. As families and local businesses
continue to rebuild, they're asking travellers to return, but to do so responsibly.

Enter the Malama Hawaii programme. Meaning "to protect” or "give back", malamais a
Hawaiian word embodying a sense of stewardship and respect for the environment.
As such, the programme pairs travellers with more than 350 volunteer opportunities,
ranging from restoring native forests to sewing and cooking with Maui families to

exchange, travellers receive discounted - or in some cases, free — stays at dozens of
hotels and resorts across the islands, including the famous Four Seasons Resort Maui
at Wailea where the first season of The White Lotus was filmed. - Eliot Stein
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Uzbekistan's new generation is infusing the nation with modern art and culture, while working to retain its ancient customs
(Credit: Getty Images)

16. Uzbekistan
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