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Wondering about a safari in
Botswana? Seismic activity is helping
to change the landscape
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In Botswana's seasonal wetlands, mokoros, or dugout canoes, glide through the flooded landscape.
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The Okavango Delta has always been in a constant state of flux. That's what
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makes it such a draw for safari-goers who return time and time again; no two today's Cryptic Crossword.
seasons — no two days — are ever exactly the same.
Each year, rain from the Angolan highlands arrives in Botswana via rivers that Refine your strategy and solve [ 71,7
flow into the Delta, turning dry floodplains into a shimmering maze of the Daily Sudoku. 'P' e
seasonal wetlands. There, elephants wade through papyrus, lions stalk red
lechwe (antelope) and mokoros (dugout canoes) glide across the shallows in Refax and engage with the
silence, Visitors arrive annually to witness this ritual of renewal, drawn by the Daily Concise Crossword.

wild poerry of a place that rewrites and reinvents irself with each flood.

Beneath this dreamlike surface lies the Okavango Rift Zone - the most
seismically active region of Botswana — where even subile tectonic movements
along the Delta’s fault lines can redirect millions of gallons of water. But recent
years have brought more than a dry spell or big flood. The Delta has started to
tilt, affecting where channels move, grasses flourish and animals gather.

Safaris aren't just for newlyweds and families. Here’s what it’s like to go
alone

According to safari operators, this shift isn’t just impacting wildlife behaviour —
it’s reshaping Botswana’s tourism map. Camps that were once considered “dry”
with consistent wildlife regularly fill with flood water, while former “water-
based” camps now highlight exceprional game viewing rather than mokoro

excursions.
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“We have seen a progressive increase in
the proportion of water flowing down the

northeast part of the system and a re-
establishment of wetlands in the
southwestern end,” says Mike Murray-
Hudson, an Okavango Research Institute

systems ecologist and professor.
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town that acts as a gateway to the Delta - African wild dogs are ameng the species that
ask a local why these changes are flourish.
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happening. Many insist they’re owing to a
6.5-magnitude earthquake that struck Botswana in 2017, Others blame
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microearthquakes, sediment buildup, vegetation blockages and even hippos,
whose movements can shape the landscape.

The truth is thar it's likely a combinarion of the above, most scientists,
including Murray-Hudson and Tarzan Kwadiba, Botswana Geoscience Institute
chief geophysicist, say.

In the southwest Delta, safari camps such as Ker & Downey Botswana's Kanana

used to be underwater nearly year-round, says Kim Nixon, Chobe Holdings
Limited chief operations officer. Now the floodplains have turned into lush
grazing grounds where peat-rich soils grow nutrient-dense grasses, drawing
herds of antelope, buffalo and, with them, prolific predator sightings. “There’s
alocal saying: A dry Delia is a productive Delta,” adds Nixon.

At camps in Gomoti Plains, water has receded from the floodplains and channels have shrunk, enabling
animals to come right up to the lodge.
ANDREW HOWARD PHOTO/SUPPLIED

Properties in the southeast have experienced similar effects. At both
Wilderness Chitabe and Machaba Safaris’s Gomoti Plains camps, water has
receded from the floodplains and channels have shrunk, enabling animals to
come right up to the lodge so guests can enjoy leisurely, intimate “armchair”

sightings. The habitar has become more diverse, as populations of African wild
dog, leopard and lion thrive.

“We base our camps on where the good wildlife is,” says Alistair Rankin,
Machaba Safaris co-founder and CEOQ. “That’s what people come on safari to

see.

Botswana's top safari brands are benefiting from these changes with a wave of
strategic openings in newly wildlife-rich regions. In 2023, Wilderness opened
Mokete in the Mababe Depression at the eastern edge of the Delta after the
Mababe River started flowing again, creating a 6,400-acre wetland that draws
in herds of thousands of buffalo and hungry lions like a magnet.

“Ten years ago the same area was totally dry,” says Wesley Hartmann,
Wilderness Botswana head of environmental and conservation operations.
“Now it has a concentration of game that I don’t think youw’ll see anywhere else
in Botswana. Operators will definitely be looking at where the water’s going —
and, ultimately, where the animals are going - for new camps.”

Predators like lions go where herds of prey go, making formerly inhospitable areas into wildlife hotbeds.
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Ultra luxury safari outfitter Singita, known for investing in Africa’s prime
wilderness areas and reserves, waited years before choosing to build irs first
Botswana camp in a 175,000-hectare concession. Opening in December, 2026,
Elela is located in the southwest, an area that’s transformed into a seasonal
swamp habitat brimming with wildlife.

Meanwhile, many camps in the northeast Delta must cope with the challenges
of unexpectedly deep floods. This past season, camps including Shinde
Footsteps, Mombo and Camp Okavango closed submerged airstrips,
helicoptered in guests and transported supplies by barge.

“We were all wading in water to operate our camps,” says Nixon, who
anficipates that if this level of flooding remains in the area for the next few
years, traveller demand may waver and some camps in the region will be
forced to rebrand as warer-based camns. offerine hboar ernises. canoe rides and
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spas instead of more tradi
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ional game drives.

For travellers, this makes careful planning - and hiring a travel adviser with
reliable up-ro-the-minute information - more important than ever.

“Nothing is static in Botswana,” says Teresa Sullivan, co-founder of Mango

African Safaris. She recommends a combination of land- and water-based
activities to see the full scope of what the Delta offers. If you're short on time,
choose a camp that offers both; longer itineraries can include properties with
access to permanent water.

Landscape changes in the Delta have been dramatic, but tourist camps have managed fo adapt.
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Sullivan also suggests being honest with your travel agent about what you
want to do. “If your priority is gliding through channels in a mokoro or seeing
big pods of hippos, that’s a very different itinerary than someone who only
wants to track cats.”

The changes may seem dramatic, but Rankin notes that nothing happens fast
in the Delta. “As dynamic as the Delra is, it’s also very stable,” he says. “It still
has great animals. You still have camps that produce phenomenal safaris.”

‘When planning a safari, travellers may simply need to think a little more like
the Delta itself - fluid and open to change. Because here, water decides what
happens next.

Travel tips
THE LATEST: Keep up with fravel reporting and news from The Globe
RESPONSIBLE TRAVEL: How to be a respectful tourist

BE PREPARED: International travel advisories from the government of Canada

HIDDEN CANADA: Ten corners of the country to explore.

TRAVEL GUIDES: The Globe's Where fo Go in 2026, Insiders’ guide to Mexico, our Insiders’ guide fo
Europe, how to mix business and leisure travel and what not to do when travelling.

Sign up for the Great Places Newsletter. Get inspired by our best travel writing,
from deep dives on destinations to tips, advice and personal perspectives

© SIGNUP EXPLORE NEWSLETTERS

Report an editorial error Report a technical issue  Editorial code of conduct

Comments

(O READ OR POST COMMENTS (1) v

Related stories

——
Calgary's water-use Calgary's water woes a Calgarians’ water use
restrictions are a symptom  ‘wake-up call’ for all of remains stubbornly high
of a much larger problem Canada, engineers warn despite city’s pleas after
in Canada major main break
JEN GERSON

Follow related authors and topics

AFRICA FoLLOW NATURAL DISASTERS FoLLOW TRAVEL AND TOURISM FoLLOW



|

1

Authors and topics you follow will be added to your personal news feed in Following

Interact with The Globe

LIFE AND CULTURE

As The Globe's generations reporter, Ann
writes about demographic trends and
relationships between and among people
across the life spans, from battling

Meet Ann Hui

CLOBE EVENTS

Brian Portnoy at Wealth
Leadership Forum | June 2026
Join The Globe for an event empowering
advisors to thrive in today's fast-changing
financial landscape, featuring a

WATCHLIST

A r
L~

A good investor uses the right
tools

Dig deep into stock quotes for the latest
insights, news and real-time prices

THE CLOBE WOMEN'S COLLECTIVE

-,

Bringing women at all career
stages together

Focused reporting aimed at moving the
needle toward gender equity in the
workplace

presentation from Brian Portnoy, Found

PAID POSTS Dianomi

YO FE

- -
R K

Get the latest
commodity trends

What is the latest on
ETFs?

Uncover the latest
trends in retirement

Essential Guide to
Inheritance Tax -

Stay updated with
the newest gold

Stay informed on
what's happening

Free 12 page Guide market next in the oil MarketViews planning strategies. from industry
Buckingham Gate developments. market. MarketViews experts.
MarketViews MarketViews MarketViews

Terms & Conditions | Community G Privacy Policy | Disclaimer

Subscribe Business services Contact us Reader services About us

Digital + Home Delivery Advertise with Us Address and Phone Number Account Settings Company Information

Digital Access Group Subscriptions Standards Editor Customer Support Work af The Globe

Globe2Go Globe Campus Staff Subscriptions Accessibility

The New York Times DataStore SecureDrop Member Benefits Editorial Code of Conduct

Globe Email Newsletters Globe Event Centre Submit an article Privacy Settings Sustainability

Gift Subscription Leadership Institute Licensing & Permissions

Election Advertising Registry
Modern Slavery Report

Al Guidelines

2 Download on the

.Appsmre & X m -] d. f ‘

eermon
* Google Play

© Copyright 2026 The Globe and Mail Inc_ All rights reserved. ' 351 King Street E: to, ON Canada, M5A ONL | Andrew Saunders, President and CEO




